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Roles

• Credit Projects
• Adaptive Management & Report
• Seed Grants/Solicitation
• Collaboration (ROGER/Shoesole)
• Update User’s Guide/HQT/Data Package (credit)
• Project management actions implementation on Private Lands



Overview

• Overview of the Credit Generation Process
• Management Plan
• Transactions
• Annual Monitoring
• Continued Commitments



Nevada Conservation Credit System: Credit 
Projects
• Eligibility
• Generating Credits
• HQT Process
• Management Plans
• Transactions



Eligibility



Credit Service Area

• Where the landowner’s parcels are 

located will determine the credit 

project area. For the credit area to be 

eligible it must fall within GRSG 

habitat.



Ownership and Stewardship

• Credit Project Proponents must attest to the current ownership, or use rights, 
control of water rights, and past land management and land uses associated with 
the entire credit site over the previous years to be eligible to generate credits from 
the project site.



Minimum Performance and Standards

• To be eligible for enrollment in the CCS as a Credit Project, the potential project 
site must be located within GRSG habitat, and be able to provide seasonal (e.g., 
winter, brood-rearing, and/or breeding) and daily (e.g. forage) resources for 
GRSG. 

• The following minimum qualifications are based on post-project GRSG habitat 
function and must be met at all three scales to ensure credit sites are fulfilling the 
needs of GRSG at each scale:

• Landscape-scale

• Local-scale

• Site-scale



Additionality

• A project cannot enroll in the CCS if already enrolled in an easement that seeks to 
accomplish the same goals as the CCS; however, if enrolled in the CCS first, 
landowners can subsequently use other grants or easements on their property.



No Imminent Threat

• There cannot be evidence supporting imminent threat of direct or indirect 

disturbance by land uses that will cause the GRSG habitat function of the credit 

site to be below the minimum performance standards referenced above. Imminent 

threat can include, but is not limited to:

• Development Plans (Building permits, or NEPA documents currently under 

development)

• Development designations (e.g., energy transmission corridors)



Site Protection

• The participating Credit Project Proponent will sign the Participant Contract and 
Management Plan that ensures that your land will stay the same, or improve if 
conducting restoration activities, for the duration of the project.



Accuracy

• Credit Project Proponent must attest to the accuracy of the information provided in all documentation.



Financial Assurances

• Credit Project Proponents must commit to financial assurances in the form of contract terms and financial 
instruments.  Financial assurances are specifically defined in each Credit Project Proponents’ Participant 
Contract with the CCS and associated Management Plan.



Generating Credits





Select and 
Validate Site











Initial Credit Estimate

• A member of the SETT will run a desktop credit estimate based on the parcel 

given. The credit estimate is a free service that is provided to the credit producer.

• If the project is viable, the SETT will meet with the landowner to discuss the 

wants, needs, and ideals as well as answer any questions they may have.



Select a Verifier

• Your verifier (certified by the SETT and acting as an un-biased third party) will refine the initial estimate by 
completing the Habitat Quality Assessment (HQT).

• During this process, the initial map units will be created, along with the first delineation of 
anthropogenic features, including but not limited to powerlines, mines, and other structures that may 
affect the credit score.

• The SETT member tasked with the project will then complete a pre-field quality assurance form to 
ensure that all information is correct.

• The verifier will then complete the required field work to better assess the property and submit a post-
fieldwork report to the SETT. 

• The SETT member will then work with the verifier, completing the Post-Field Quality Assurance Form, 
and a final credit number will be set.



Create a Management Plan

1. Project Information
2. Land Ownership, Current Management and Local Resources
3. Credit Project Overview, Reserve Account & Credit Release 

Schedule
4. Management and Monitoring
5. Further Terms and Conditions
6. Management Plan Section B





HQT Process

1. Complete Site Validation
2. Pre-Field Submission
3. Pre-Field QA
4. Conduct Fieldwork
5. Post-Field Submission
6. Post-Field QA







Site Validation Checklist



Credit 
Validation 
Quality 
Assessment 
Form









Pre-Field Work Submission



Pre-Field 
Quality 
Assessment













Field Work
• Completed by the verifier
• Transects and datasheets
• Proper Functioning Condition 
• Project HQT Calculator
• Anthropogenic Features Review Form
• Resistance and Resilience Scorecards
• Ability to Control Wildfire Scorecards
• Project Geodatabase (GIS)



Post-Field Verifier Submission & QA



Verifier 
Project 
Assessment 
Form





Credit 
Project 
Quality 
Assessment 
Form











Create a Management Plan

1. Project Information
2. Land Ownership, Current Management and Local Resources
3. Credit Project Overview, Reserve Account & Credit Release 

Schedule
4. Management and Monitoring
5. Further Terms and Conditions
6. Management Plan Section B



Section 1. Project Information

• Basic Information on location and acreage
• Signatures
• Attachments
• Contact Information



Project Information



1.1 Signatures



1.2 List of Attachments



1.3 Contact Information



Section 2. Land Ownership, Current 
Management & Local Resources
2.1 Land Ownership & Control
2.2 Project Area & Current Management
2.3 Local Resources



2.1 Land Ownership & Control



2.2 Project Area & Current 
Management



2.2 Project 
Area & 
Current 
Management 
Continued



2.2 Project 
Area & 
Current 
Management 
Continued



2.3 Local Resources Conservation Goals



2.3 Local Resources



Section 3. Credit Project Overview, Reserve 
Account, & Credit Release Schedule
3.1 Conservation Goals
3.2 Available and Projected Credit Summary
3.3 Reserve Account Contribution
3.4 Credit Release Schedule



3.1 Conservation Goals



3.2 Available and Projected Credit 
Summary



3.3 Reserve Account Contribution



3.4 Credit Release Schedule



Section 4. Management & Monitoring

4.1 Management Commitments
4.2 Potential for Uplift
4.3 Management Budget
4.4 Monitoring, Verification, and Reporting Activities
4.5 Financial Assurances



4.1 Management Commitments



4.1 Management Commitments



4.2 Potential for Uplift



4.3 Management Budget



4.3 Management Budget



4.4 Monitoring, Verification & 
Reporting Activities



4.4 Monitoring, Verification & 
Reporting Activities



4.5 Financial Assurances Estimate



Section 5. Further Terms and Conditions



5. Further 
Terms and 
Conditions



5. Further 
Terms and 
Conditions



Annual Monitoring



Credit Transactions



Forms for Credit Proponents

1. Purchase/Transfer Agreement (proponents only)
2. Financial Assurances Pro-Forma
3. Participant Contract
4. Management Plan Section B
5. Credit Purchase/Transfer Form
6. Proof of Financial Assurances



Continued Commitments 
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